Welcome to Room 204 Language Arts and Social Studies
Sean Baughn and Jodi Gedansky 

What will my student learn this year? 
Our learning targets and assessments are developed around the 7th grade common core standards for Language Arts and Social Studies.  Visit: http://www.k12.wa.us/corestandards/ 
Our reading units include: Building Life as a Reader, Character Analysis, Literary Essays, and Book Clubs
Our writing units include: Personal Narratives, Personal Essays, Memoirs, Revision Strategies, and Poetry 
Our social studies units include: structure of US Government, Physical Geography of the United States, Basic Concepts of Economics, Migration, Emigration, and Immigration, and Civil Rights

By the end of the year, your child should be able to write a, cohesive and effective argument with a claim, evidence, and commentary. 

The two essential questions and targets for Social Studies are; 
· How can we use Civics, Geography, Economics and History to understand how the United States became the country that it is today?

· Students will leave 7th grade having a strong sense of how our government works, what it means to be a citizen of the United States, and the struggles over rights/freedoms that have transformed our government and its citizenry.

Common Assignments:

· 30 minutes of daily silent reading with annotations and reading logs: Reading logs and quick notes are checked weekly.
· Writers Workshop drafts: We will have a monthly Writers unit that requires drafts and a final published product.
· Weekly/bi-monthly  US History quizzes: weekly quizzes will test students achievement of the common core standards.
· Effort and Citizenship scores: students are also evaluated on their responsibility, respectfulness, and success in class on a rubric.  
Late and make up work policy
· All assignments can be made up for full credit.

· Late work can be turned in until the week prior to end of the quarter.
· Reading logs are a daily requirement. 
While there is no makeup policy for reading requirements “Reader’s Café” will be offered during 2nd lunch on Wednesdays in room 204 for students to read while they eat their lunch.

How can I keep updated on my student’s work?

· Visit our class blog for updates, homework assignments, due dates and links at  ecksteineagles.org/7bhumanities 
· Email us anytime at: srbaughn@seattleschools.org 


                          jlgedansky@seattleschools.org 
· Use The Source to check for assignment scores and grade at https://source.seattleschools.org
How can I help?

1) Volunteer:  Interested in tutoring in 204? Contact LauraLeigh Young, our volunteer coordinator at llyoung@seattleschools.org 

2) Classroom supplies: We are in great need of tissues, pencils, scissors, composition books, glue sticks and hand sanitizer.
Our student teacher is Seattle University student, Heather Diederich. 
 Thank you so much for your support of our classroom and for your help in making 7th grade a wonderful year for your student!
